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Journal of Medical Hypotheses and Ideas
journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jmhiThe Editor-in-Chief 2012 Report: Journal of Medical
Hypotheses and IdeasJournal of Medical Hypothesis and Ideas (J Med Hypoth-
eses Ideas) is one of the 44 scientiﬁc journals of Tehran Univer-
sity of Medical Sciences (TUMS). This online journal has been
published from 2007 under the name of Iranian Journal of
Medical Hypothesis and Ideas and continued from 2012 as
Journal of Medical Hypothesis and Ideas. Publication of 5
volumes and more than 100 articles has been the result of
the short period of this journal’s activity.
Evaluation of this journal by Scopus indicates a positive
trend of publications, citations, H-index, and international
collaboration.
J Med Hypotheses Ideas is an opportunity to express new
ideas and hypotheses in the realm of medical sciences. The
main purpose of this journal is to provide an appropriate
environment to share the huge mass of ideas of the whole
medical society by removing obstacles. Interestingly, in some
or even most of cases, the ﬁrst idea comes from somebody
who does not have facilities to test the idea in a broad scale
but if the idea is shared with others, thus there would be a
chance for others to test. Unquestionably, the ﬁnal beneﬁt
reaches world medical sciences and eventually to patients.
This open access journal offers a unique perspective, blending,
in a sense, medicine with deeper philosophical thinking about
science, and the origin of scientiﬁc ideas, which tend to get left
behind in standard journals. The articles of this journal tend
to go beyond presenting ﬁndings, and serve to stimulate de-
bate, discussion, and critical evaluation. The current belief is
that sharing an idea with other scientists of the world is much
better than hiding or patenting it. Therefore, Journal of Med-
ical Hypotheses and Ideas considers new or modiﬁed ideas
and protocols to facilitate the process of idea sharing and
innovation and also assigning some kind of right to the idea
holder. As a matter of fact, all submission must pass through
initial review and then a peer review process. Offering novelty
in the idea and proposing sufﬁcient new information are the
prerequisites for passing through initial review process and2251-7294 ª 2012 Tehran University of Medical Sciences. Pub
URL: www.tums.ac.ir/english/
doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmhi.2012.07.001entering into further peer review process. By identifying these
ahead of time, the Editors of this journal save the reviewers
and authors’ time and effort. Therefore, all authors would ex-
pect to get a decision about their submission in earlier possi-
ble time no later 45 days. The review process of this journal is
unique in terms of questions asked from reviewers and scores
they got. The following points are considered during review
process:
1. How much the idea and hypotheses is important in med-
ical sciences?
2. Is the idea and the hypothesis original?
3. How much clear has the idea or hypothesis been
described?
4. How is the validity and reliability of the methods sug-
gested for testing the idea?
5. How is the quality of discussion? How is relevancy of
discussion?
6. How much the proposed conclusions are reliable and
rational? What about soundness of conclusions and
interpretation?
7. How much good is the manuscript written in terms of
grammar and scientiﬁc style?
8. Are ﬁgures, schemes, and tables original?
9. Have you seen similar papers?
10. Are original references cited? Are they updated?
11. Do you see any kind of plagiarism within manuscript?
12. Do you see anything unlawful, libelous, or which would,
if published, constitute a breach of contract or of conﬁ-
dence or of commitment given to secrecy?
13. Is the manuscript written according to format of J Med
Hypotheses Ides?
14. What is general and speciﬁc comments?
Also almost unique to this journal, in an overview box, all
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First Question: What do we already know about the
subject?
The author should brieﬂy describe the current situa-
tion of the topic under study.
Second Question: What does your proposed theory add
to the current knowledge available, and what beneﬁts does it
have?
The authors are expected to brieﬂy describe what the
study adds to the current knowledge available, and what
beneﬁts will it have in basic, clinical and applied sciences
(e.g. does it reduce the cost and time of diagnostic tests or
treatment methods?
Does it make the earlier studies’ results applicable? or etc.)
Third question: Among numerous available studies,
what special further study is proposed for testing the idea?
The author should clearly state which further studies
are required to test the idea, and which questions need
to be answered.
During activity of this journal, it had a good track record of
thought provoking papers. The contents in these issues will at-
test to the originality and signiﬁcance of its offerings, and its
melding of research and clinical reports.The editorial staff is drawn from a good selection of medi-
cal sub-disciplines. The editor in chief is in belief to attract con-
tributors, readers and editors with a broader geographical
distribution. In the new Elsevier online submission system,
the journal’s web site, itself, is logically organized, well-
designed and easy to use. The Editor-in-Chief of Journal of
Medical Hypotheses and Ideas is member of Committee on
Publication Ethics (COPE) and World Association of Medical
Editors (WAME) and European Association of Science Edi-
tors (EASE) and carefully follow guidelines and recommenda-
tions of these committees in publication. As an advantage,
although this is an open access journal but authors are not
charged and Tehran University of Medical Sciences pays on
behalf of authors.
As a ﬁnal point, it is the honor of Editor-in-Chief to invite
scientists from different parts of the world to share in this med-
ium by publishing their original ideas or cooperating in edito-
rial and review board.
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